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..engaging, educating and
empowering youth

to build lives and communities free from
domestic and dating violence.
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Presentation Objectives

e Understand the role of schools In
preventing and responding to teen
dating violence.

 |dentify the key elements of an effective
dating violence policy.

* Develop a plan to implement and
evaluate policies in your communities.




Why Schools?

* Prevalence of dating violence among
teens and on school campuses

* Link between dating violence and vital
school safety issues

 Unigue role of schools in youth
development




What should a school
policy look like?




Key Elements

e Prevention e Teacher and
e |ntervention staff trainings

e Accommodations ° Administrative
. Discipline protocol




Student Education

Schools shall include information about dating violence and sexual viclence

in their cumricula. Whenever possible, schools shall present this information
in conjunction with information about related health and life skills
topics. Schools are encouraged to utilize Break the Cycle and other
community resources 1o accomplish this goal, particularly those that have
already undergone DCPS' screening process.

<<< COMMENTARY >

The purpose of this Poficy 15 to encourage schools* prevention and intervention efforts. The
drafters belleve that educating students on dating violence, sexual violence, and healthy
relationships 13 a vital part of effective prevention work.  Every classroom provides an
opportunity for teachers to ncoiporste dating wolence and sexusl violence into thewr
curmcula.  The Policy requires schools to provide prevention education to students. Whilke
schools should encourage teachers to incorporate real world issues, such as dating viclence
and sexusl violence, into every class, the drafters recognize that the primary setting for this
15 ikely to be a heslth or e skils cass. The dhafters encourage schools to use the Safe
Schools modular curmeulum, developed in conjunction with this Poliey, in their health or fife
skils classes. The moduwer cunculum bundles the curncula of a vanety of community
omganizations, coverng & range of topics on health, relatonships, and safety, including deting
violence and sexual wolence. The moduler cumcuium simplifies the process for schools of
coominating schedules with community orgenizstions and provides a greater breadth of
topics then if each teacher is responsible for contacting each organization individualfc

21 | Safe Schools Model Folicy | Break the Cyde

Model respectful
behavior at school
and build healthy
relationships
education into all
areas of the
curriculum
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How do | know if one of my students i axpariencing wiolance in & relationship?
The werming signz of dating wolencs wil not ways ba drameatic, but if you know whet to look

q u ICkIy and fior wou might be abla 1o idemtify an abusive relationship before it becomes dangemus. You can
Alsn help your students idantify waming signe of dating wiclenca in their own reletionzships.

Look for thess red flage

effectively when s i om0 vt
» Suddan requast for 2 change in scheduls
» Urexplained changas in behavior, gredes, or quality of schoolwerk

a student Is i sy bl
» Litte social comtact with anyons but the dsting partner
» Unexplained bruises or injuries

experiencing e

» Mame-caling or balitling from a dating partner

L] L]
d atl n g VI O I e n Ce For Sehool Resourss Officars, in additien to the red flags abewve, other red flags inclucds:

® Showing imtense fear or being guardad or areinus at your quastions and won't make
eye-contact with you

 Corstant or sevena bruises andior other njunes

& Arguments with othar studenits or school amployeas that ane uncharaciedstic of the tean

# Darragad or fom clothing

® Teen is quick to dany suggestions of abuse or becormas protactivs of dating partner on
the sugoestion of sbuss
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Accommodations

Any studem who has bean & virtim of dating vinlenca or saual vickenos
may request acoomimeacsbions from the s chool in erder 1o presensa hisher
2coess 10 meaninghul educaiion and saiaty on campus. Amommodations
imoact the school enrelmant, paricipation, of emvironmem of only the
sludent avparencing datng vickaros o seud viokaros, Changes to an
aleged papetrator's school enolment, participation, or emronment must
be mada thmough the grevanoa procedure desorbed below:.
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| Accommodations

help preserve
a student’s

right to a
meaningful
education and
safety on campus




Disciplinary
codes must take g o ot oy

INto account the Gifvarte Procedire

Sertion 2401.16 of tha OC Muricipd Raguaations gents students tha Aght

uniqgue dynamics Teoe e e e

presentng @ grioveros; thesa procedurss are explained balow n ta
panbeort of dating vickanos and seiual viokanoa.

of teen dating e
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1. Apcealal a danilof 3 requssi for sooommodrion

violence e e i
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& mminad student may 118 2 grisvenoa on higher own, wihout parent rvolvemaml. &
praTl madris 3 grienanca onehal of 3 minor Stuciont Wwith tha Sudent’s, Warkedn Jomnsant.
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VWHAT DO YO DO,

All school
personnel should
be trained to
recognize and

respond
appropriately to
dating violence

For Bohess| Fasscurcs O asrec 0fcern aboa H ninrvera, separais the imean, srd maks
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Develop
administrative
protocols to

provide an efficient M i g e sl of

ard schosl employveas in the oontest of dating vinkence and seual vinkenoe

and CO”S'Stent within the District of Colrribia Public Schoal IDCPS) systern
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Safe Schools Project




Safe Schools Project

GOAL 1
Model Policy

Work in collaboration with schools and experts
to develop appropriate school policy to prevent
teen sexual and dating violence, and to provide
appropriate and effective intervention.




Safe Schools Project
GOAL 2

Technical Assistance and Training

Provide middle and high schools with technical

assistance and training to implement policies

and procedures that ensure public school staff
are able to effectively serve young victims and
hold young perpetrators accountable.




Safe Schools Project
GOAL 3

Preventive Education

Develop and implement school and community
based education programs, providing teens with
Information to help avoid victimization and/or
perpetration of violence, and provide resources
to teen victims.




Safe Schools Project

Where are we now?

What lessons have we
learned?




Questions? Comments?




Interested In developing a
policy for your community?

Contact us at policy@breakthecycle.org

202.824.0707
www.breakthecycle.org
www.thesafespace.orqg




