
M ki   Making a 
Difference  
Across the 

NationNation



…engaging, educating andg g g g
empowering youthg y

to build lives and communities free from 
domestic and dating violence.g



Introduction



Presentation ObjectivesPresentation Objectives
• Understand the role of schools in• Understand the role of schools in 

preventing and responding to teen 
dating violencedating violence.

• Identify the key elements of an effective y y
dating violence policy.

D l l t i l t d• Develop a plan to implement and 
evaluate policies in your communities.



Why Schools?Why Schools?
• Prevalence of dating violence amongPrevalence of dating violence among 

teens and on school campuses

• Link between dating violence and vital 
school safety issues

• Unique role of schools in youth 
developmentdevelopment



What should a school 
policy look like?



Key ElementsKey Elements

• Prevention • Teacher and 
• Intervention

Accommodations

staff trainings
• Administrative• Accommodations

• Discipline

• Administrative 
protocolp



Model respectful 
behavior at school 
and build healthy 
relationships 
education into all 
areas of the 
curriculum



All school 
employees have 
a duty to responda duty to respond 
quickly and 
effectively wheneffectively when 
a student is 

i iexperiencing 
dating violence



Accommodations 
help preserve 
a student’sa student s 
right to a 
meaningful 
education and 
safety on campus



Disciplinary 
codes must take 
into account theinto account the 
unique dynamics 
of teen datingof teen dating 
violence



All school 
personnel should 
be trained tobe trained to 
recognize and 
respondrespond 
appropriately to 
d ti i ldating violence



Develop 
administrative 
protocols to 
provide an efficient 
and consistent 
response to 
dating violencedating violence 
on campus



Safe Schools ProjectSafe Schools Project



Safe Schools ProjectSafe Schools Project
GOAL 1GOAL 1 

Model Policy

Work in collaboration with schools and experts 
to develop appropriate school policy to prevent 
teen sexual and dating violence, and to provide 

i t d ff ti i t tiappropriate and effective intervention.



Safe Schools ProjectSafe Schools Project
GOAL 2GOAL 2 

Technical Assistance and Training

Provide middle and high schools with technical 
assistance and training to implement  policies g
and procedures that ensure public school staff 
are able to effectively serve young victims and 
h ld t t t blhold young perpetrators accountable.



Safe Schools ProjectSafe Schools Project
GOAL 3GOAL 3 

Preventive Education

Develop and implement school and community 
based education programs, providing teens with 
information to help avoid victimization and/or 
perpetration of violence and provide resourcesperpetration of violence, and provide resources 
to teen victims.



Safe Schools ProjectSafe Schools Project

Where are we now?Where are we now?

What lessons have we 
learned?



Questions? Comments?Quest o s Co e ts



Interested in developing aInterested in developing a 
policy for your community?p y y y

Contact us at policy@breakthecycle.orgp y@ y g

202.824.0707
www.breakthecycle.org
www.thesafespace.org


