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A Message from the Executive  
Director and the Board President
If 2020 was about adaptation, 2021 was about resiliency! The 
COVID-19 pandemic continued (and continues) to stretch us all 
to lead with health and safety and at the same time stay alert and 
focused as to what the learning lessons are and what our responses 
need to be.  All of us at POV, staff, interns and volunteers, like so 
many of you, have been bound together to do our best in the face of 
the worst. Foundationally and at its heart Peace Over Violence is a 
crisis center, which means responding in real time to what presents. 
That is part of our DNA.

For 50 years, POV has been at the forefront of responding to 
domestic and sexual assault calls for service around the clock. At 
the same time we have always looked behind the crisis of violence to 
promote thoughtful perspectives on the causes of violence and seek 
to promote transformative prevention and healing practices. While 
POV always shows up at the moment of the crisis, we also see the 
necessity of looking behind and beyond the crisis to prevent violence 

in the first place. All of this requires a resiliency framework. To be 
able to continue to show up day after day and year after year does 
cultivate resiliency muscles.  A definition of resilience is the ability 
to withstand adversity and bounce back from difficult situations. 
COVID teaches us that just as the virus morphs to stay alive (and 
is unfortunately good at that) so must we as individuals (including 
survivors), organizations and communities through adaptation and 
resiliency grow and change to meet the moments that we are in. It is 
fair to say that POV has been resilient and adaptive for five decades 
which has given us the muscles and the confidence to meet the 
constant challenges. 

What have we been learning during the past two years of the 
pandemic? A lot! New technologies, new forms of service, better 
and varied outreach, more understanding of the importance of 
self-care, renewed commitment to equity and social justice, better 
interpretation of data, more knowledge and compassion for what 
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‘70s
1971 LACAAW is founded; starts the LA Rape & Battering Hotline, the first 

dual SA/DV hotline in the country; first self defense classes; first government 
funding received

families and communities (and staff) go through, and more. As 
a teaching and a learning organization, POV has certainly been 
resourceful, reliable and resilient.  

As we celebrate our 50th anniversary as one of the first 
organizations of its kind in the country, we invite you to learn 
more about us, join with us, and stick with us as we continue to 
learn and grow together to fulfill our mission of building healthy 
relationships, families and communities free from sexual, domestic 
and interpersonal violence.

Let’s hear it for the next 50!

A Message from the Executive  
Director and the Board President

Patti Occhiuzzo Giggans
Executive Director

Mike Bayless
Board President

Overview of the year

27,000 | Our emergency response, legal 
advocacy, case management, counseling, hotlines, community outreach 
and training services reached over 27,000 individuals in the LA Metro 
area and the West San Gabriel Valley.
.............................................................................................................................

17,698 | We responded to 17,698 hotline 
calls through the LA Rape and Battering Hotline, the Off Limits Sexual 
Harassment Hotline, and our PREA hotline.
.............................................................................................................................

1,273 | Our Domestic Abuse Response Team and 
Sexual Assault Response Team responded to 1,273 emergency calls in Los 
Angeles and Pasadena.
.............................................................................................................................

627 | Our trauma-informed clinical services reached 
627 individuals through one-one-one counseling sessions.
.............................................................................................................................

6,000 | Our community outreach touched over 
6,000 Angelenos through our violence prevention education programs, 
self defense classes, In Touch With Teens curriculum, and professional 
trainings.
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Denim Day 2021
In our 22nd year, this campaign continues to spread messages 
of violence prevention, solidarity, togetherness and to educate 
on issues surrounding all forms of sexual violence. This year, we 
added two new themes “We Believe Survivors” and “We Protect 
Each Other” - and a new look to fit the theme and the transitional 
moment in time we find ourselves in. Developed in partnership with 
el Creativo, the floral flourishing images brought to life a rebirth 
that we are experiencing collectively, and also of the resiliency of 
survivors. 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, Denim Day activities continued to look 
a little different this year. We were very happy to be able to hold an 
in person press conference (open only to press) at LA City Hall. Led 
by LA City Council President, Nury Martinez, and joined by Mayor 
Eric Garcetti, City Councilmembers Monica Rodriguez, Mark Ridley-
Thomas, and Nithya Raman, as well as Denim Day Founder and POV 
CEO Patti Giggans and Survivor Advocate Tiffany Duvernay-Smith, 
the speakers discussed the importance of Denim Day, supporting 
survivors and keeping each other safe, the challenges survivors face 
during the ongoing pandemic and the need for robust support as 
people return to school, work and the community.

For the second year in a row, we hosted a virtual survivor rally with 
Denim Day NYC! Hosted by Denim Day spokespeople Maya Jupiter 
and Aloe Blacc, the rally had participants from both coasts sharing 
testimony together, creating an online space and bringing together 
people from around the world in solidarity.
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Participants Included:

Jovan Martinez, Writer, Singer and Poet 

   Community Educator with STEPS to End Family Violence; sharing “Beyond    

   the Jeans” poem 

Krishanti Dharmaraj, Executive Director of the Center for Women’s Global 

   Leadership at Rutgers

Matthew Ennis, President and CEO of 1in6

Margarita Guzman, Executive Director of Violence Intervention Program in  

   New York City 

Tina Rodriguez, CA Statewide Manager for Crime Survivors for Safety  

   and Justice and Board President for ValorUS

Juan Renteria, Artist, el Creativo; featuring slideshow of Denim Day 2021 

   floral images

Celena K, Member of National Agenda for Black Girls & Youth Organizer with 

   Girls for Gender Equity Youth Panel 

Other highlights from this year’s campaign: two special virtual 
events leading up to Denim Day: Reimagining Healing and Justice: 
A Bicoastal Denim Day Panel & Listening to Youth: Young People in 
the Fight to End Sexual Violence; a special partnership with Tarana 
Burke, MeToo, and Levi’s with a social media takeover and sharing 
the history of Denim Day; creating online peer to peer fundraising 
capabilities; increasing our reach on social 
media in a big way; and designing and selling 
new Denim Day merch! 

We are inspired by all of the testimonies, 
stories, photos and reports of Denim 
Days all over the world. Our movement 
continues to get stronger and gain momentum. 
Especially after this last year, this outpouring of support propels 
us and encourages us to continue to stand up for each other and 
survivors. We believe survivors. We protect each other. Together we 
are working toward a world without violence.

Save the Date for Denim Day 2022: 
Wednesday, April 27th! 

‘80s
Services and funding continue to increase; Patti Giggans starts at POV; Deaf 
Services program; self defense instructor trainings; child sexual assault 
prevention programming; culturally specific Latina Services program; 
expanded volunteer advocate training; launch Advisory Boards
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Throughout 2021, POV held 25 
ongoing weekly virtual counseling 
groups in English, Spanish, 
and American Sign Language, 
including:

• Child/Non-Offending Parent groups

• Trauma Processing groups

• Trauma-Informed Yoga

• Still I Rise for Black women

• Dance Empowerment

• Peaceful and Powerful Partnerships

• Domestic Violence Support groups

• Deaf Services Parenting group

• Healing Arts

• Meditation

• Parenting Psychoeducation groups

404 persons participated in 
support groups and 627 individuals 
received one on one counseling.

Counseling Groups
Throughout the ongoing pandemic, POV offered continuous 24/7 
emergency services via virtual platforms, with no gaps in services 
- including trauma-informed case management, counseling, legal 
assistance and advocacy. Both one on one and group sessions were 
continuously available. The transition to virtual service provision 
allowed us to continue all of our previously offered programs and 
expand to offer new opportunities and reach more individuals.

Success story from POV Trauma Therapist:

My client Anna* has made amazing 
progress and increased her already 
elevated level of insight. She has been very 
receptive to EMDR therapy and reported 
different behaviors recently. Rather than 
reacting to triggers as she would in the 
past, she has reported using coping skills 
and allowing herself time to respond in 
a more regulated way. Anna’s language 
is reflecting an understanding that her 
trauma is not always in control of her life 
as she previously thought. She is gaining a 
stronger sense of empowerment.

*Name has been changed to protect privacy and confidentiality
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Youth Over Violence  
Summer Youth 
Institute 
One of the keystone programs of our Prevention department is the 
Summer Youth Institute. The Institute is for youth who are committed 
to building and making powerful social change through awareness, 
advocacy and violence prevention strategies. The six week program 
empowers youth between the ages of 14-19 by educating them on 
healthy relationships, promoting awareness of teen dating violence, 
and enhancing community organizing skills. 2021 saw our 11th 
annual Institute! 14 total graduates consisting of 4 ambassadors 
and 10 youth leaders completed the virtual summer program, 
gaining violence prevention training and building advocacy skills. 
During the graduation, the youth presented their projects which 
included collages, presentations, videos and social media posts on 
topics surrounding mental health in the LGBTQIA+ community, the 
impacts of school on mental health, sexual violence in the immigrant 
community and consent. The graduates will bring their learnings 
back to their schools and continue to meet regularly throughout  
the year.

What did you appreciate about the YOV Summer Institute? 

“Being able to feel my voice was heard and 
knowing there are people who care just as 
I do…that there is hope and that we will get 
stronger…letting people know that young 
people have a voice and it’s strong... we 
know what we are talking about.”

 
— Abby, YOV 2021 graduate

‘90s
Production of the groundbreaking In Touch With Teens teen dating violence 

and healthy relationship curriculum; POV offices open in the West San Gabriel 
and San Fernando Valley; Deaf and Disabled programming expands; masters 
level internship & training program begins; This is not An Invitation to Rape 

Me: radical sexual assault campaign; Denim Day in LA is founded (1999)
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Revenues

Sales

Program Income

Foundations

Corporations
Individual Contributions

Other

Government Grants

Financial 
Statements

‘00s
2006 branding and name change to Peace Over Violence; Denim Day 
expands to a national campaign Denim Day in LA & USA; Legal Advocacy 
Project launched; rape kit backlog crisis and advocacy; Sexual Assault 
Response Teams (SART); Domestic Abuse Response Teams (DART); Violence 
Prevention Specialist (VPS) Trainings; Board of Directors expands



Annual Report | 2021

8

Revenues

Individual Contributions 285,087

Corporations 258,683

Foundations 896,895

Program Income 65,048

Government Grants 3,987,218

Sales 41,277

Other 4,780

Total Revenues 5,538,988

Expenses

Management & General 299,561

Fundraising 192,506

Program Services 4,970,586

Total Expenses 5,462,653

Net Income 76,335

Current Assets

Cash & Cash Equivalents 1,164,211

Accounts Receivable 1,419,990

Other Current Assets 4,545

Prepaid Expenses 65,369

Property & Equipment 210,271

Other Assets

Deposits 58,923

Total Assets 2,923,309

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable 45,208

Vacation Payable 97,567

Accrued Expenses 199,919

Advances on Grants 355,054

Total Current Liabilities 697,748

PPP Loan 712,597

Total Liabilities 1,410,345

Total Net Assets 1,512,964

Income Statement Statement of Financial Position
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Board of  
Directors

Christina Mauro, President
Mike Bayless, Vice President
Dawn Bey, Treasurer
Ronda Haralson, Secretery
Ron Burkhardt
Mayanka Melville
Brianne Palmer
Linda Ruffer
Jason Strzelczyk
Rohelle Witharana 

National Board 

Kibi Anderson
Eve Ensler
Jackson Katz, PhD
Jan Morris
Esta Stoler
Susan B. Sorenson, PhD
Laney M. Vasquez
Matthew Ennis

Advisory Board

Jehan Agrama
Leah Aldridge, MFA, PhD
Kay Buck
Betsy Butler 
Joan Crear
Elena Christoupolos
Sherisa Dahlgren
Yasmin Dunn
Martha Gonzalez, PhD
Stan Gorbunov
Laura Harrison
Christine Hershey 
Kellie Hawkings
Sandra Henriquez, MA
Rebecca Issacs
Maya Jupiter
Deborah Kagan 
Sheila Kuehl, Esq
Alyce Laviolette, M.S, MFT 

Ellen Ledley, LCSW
Marco Loera, MFA
Nick Moghadassi
Debra Nakatomi
Pam Palmer
Michael Powers
Avis Ridley-Thomas  
Michelle Santucci
Sharon Shelton
Elaine Tumonis, Esq.
Dr. Nooshin Valizadeh, PhD
Antonio Villaraigosa 
Natalie White

Staff

Nafisa Ahmed
Yomara Alcala
Jocelyn Andrade
Shirley Alvarado del Aguila
Karen Alejandra Avila Mendoza
Emily S. Aviles
E. Anne Bagasao
Jasmine Barnes
Aimee Berrios
Wendy Blanco
Quianna Bulliox
James Campos
Carmela Capinpin
Federico Carmona
Lizeth Castillo
Nancy Castillo
Joy Chow
Alexic Contreras
Victoria Cruz
Teresa Deukmedjian
Yanina Diaz
Maxine Estrada
Jennifer Fletes-Gallindo
Demara Folk
Cathy Friedman
Ariana Garcia
Linda Garcia
Virginia Garcia
Clarissa Goytia
Amber Greviskes

Viviana Guerrero
Brenda Gutierrez
April Hernandez
Marilu Hinojosa
Eloina Hoffman
Griselda Huezo
Natalie Limon
Omar Lopez Sandoval
Yvette Lozano
Cecilia Luna
Rene Martinez
Renee Maxwell
Tarah Medellin
Teresa Mejia
Rosalinda Mendez
Pilar Montenegro
Guadalupe Mungia
Alec Nelson
Viviana Padilla
Selene Palma - Hernandez
Darcy Pollan
Peggie Reyna
Laura Ripplinger
Ana Rodriguez
Johanna Rodriguez
Sky Ross
Ana Santamaria
Tony Serpas
Afrah Shah
Deirdre Shipstead
Sonia Taizan
Tensay Zerihun
Samantha Vanegas
Laura Vega
Samantha Vega
Jessica Weinberg
Angela Wimpress
Eric Yu

Government  
Support

California Department of 
   Emergency Services (CalOES)
California Department of 
   Public Health

California Department of
   Social Services
Consulate General of Mexico
LA Metro
Los Angeles City Council District 4, 
   David Ryu
Los Angeles County Arts 
   Commission
Los Angeles County Board of 
   Supervisors, District 1, Hilda Solis
Los Angeles County Probation   
   Department
Los Angeles Unified School District
Mayor’s Fund LA
U.S Department of Justice, Office  
   of Victims of Crime
U.S. Department of Justice, Office
   of Violence Against Women

Foundation  
Support

The Ahmanson Foundation 
The Annenberg Foundation
The California Wellness Foundation
Capital Group
Charities Aid Foundation
Durfee Foundation
Dwight Stuart Youth Fund
Equal Justice Work Fellowship 
Every Child Foundation
Friends Outside LA County
Goldsmith Legacy Foundation
Green Foundation
The JIB Fund
John N. Calley Foundation
Kautz Family Foundation
Lon V. Smith Foundation
Pasadena Community Foundation
PLN Innovation
Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
Robert Ellis Simon Foundation
Rose Hills Foundation 
Scott Family Charitable Trust
S. Mark Taper Foundation
Sunair Children’s Foundation
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TJX Foundation
Van Nuys Charities
Weingart Foundation 
Women’s Foundation of CA

Corporate  
Support

Berkeley Preparatory School
Brophy College Preparatory -  
   Theater Department
Capital Group Foundation
ECHO - Employees Charity  
   Organization of Northrop  
   Grumman
Employee Community Fund  
   of Boeing
ENKI Health & Research Systems
Health Connect of South Dakota
IBM Employee Charitable  
   Campaign
Kaiser Permanente
Levi Strauss
MikkiMoves Real Estate, Inc.
MUFG Union Bank
NATO Allied Command  
   Transformation
Netflix
P.F. Candle Co.
Pledgling Foundation
Raytheon Technologies
Rock Valley Physical Therapy
The Law Offices of Lee E Rankin
The Royal School
The Walt Disney Company
TisBest Philanthropy
Visinsky and Associates

Major Donors

Alexandra Agar 
Amanda Hearle-Yang 
Antonio Villaraigosa 
Aviva Weiner 
Betsy Brown 
Cathy Friedman and Michael Renov 
Christina Garcia Mauro 
Cynthia Lovelace Sears 
De La Rosa Tumonis  
   Charitable Fund
Dominykas (Dom) Zeglaitis 
Gisela Friedman 
HLDaily
Ilona Linnoila
Jehan Agrama and Dwora Fried 
Jessica Salazar 
Kaitlyn Murphy 
Kathryn Pederson
Keith Pippard 
Marie Martineau 
Mark Kruspodin 
Matthew Ennis 
Nicole Rae 
Patti Giggans 
Peter S. & Gloria Gold Fund
Rochelle Witharana
Susan B. Sorenson 
Susan Goland & Russell Schwartz 
Susannah Grant 
UConn Human Rights & Action
Wai-Ming Chow

Sustainers

Erica Barry
Michael Bayless
Lori Beesley
Dawn K. Bey
Anna Cabrera
Chay Carter
Simona De La Torre
John Dowdle
Yasmin Dunn
Beth Eggleston
Arleen Fernandez
Molly  Flanagan
Danny Getzoff
Patti Giggans
Chloe Gitelson
Yvonne Golub
Cassandra Gonzalez 
Glenda Goodman
Krista Greff
Milena Grgas
Caitlin Haffert
Alaska Hope
Emily Howard
Brenda Ingram
Constance Jackson
James Jimenez
Debra Kagan
Donna Kaz
Dennis and Joanne Keith
Elizabeth Kibbey
Julianna Koss
Melodie Kruspodin
Sarah Leitz-Compagnoni
Debi Levier
Ramona Lombard

Jujube Love
Mara Lucien
Chelsea Marquez
Erin Mascho
Christina Mauro
Avi McClelland-Cohen
Blake McCormick
Jack Mejia
Sara Mitchell
Wendy Lou Nakao
Melinda Nordeng
Brianne Palmer
Catie Prendergast
Camila Ramirez
Elizabeth Reilly
Peggie Reyna
Betti Robinson
Keziah Robinson
Michelle Santucci
Amira Saunders
Saori Seki
Beejoli Shah
Sasha Sobolevsky
Jaesopng Soh
Lana Spraker
Haley Sumner
Beth Tishler
Jendayi Trimble
Eleanor Victorioso
Stephanie Viganego
Meredith Vincent
Lauren Von Bermuth
Stephanie Watanasutisas
Mary Lee Wegner
Matthew Wilson
Allison Wong
Cathy Wu

‘10s
 

Denim Day goes global and reaches millions; move to new metro headquarters 
DTLA; opened Children & Youth Center at POV; established Trauma Recovery 

Center (TRC); co-created Trauma Resilience Integration Using Multiple 
Pathways to Healing (TRIUMPH); expansion of MSW training program; Voices 

Over Violence survivor speakers bureau 
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

CONTACT

metro headquarters
1541 wilshire boulevard, 3rd fl
los angeles, california 90017

213.955.9090 office
213.955.9093 fax
213.785.2684 video
213.785.2749 video

west san gabriel valley center
892 north fair oaks avenue, suite D
pasadena, california 91103

626.584.6191 office
626.584.6193 fax
626.243.7972 video

LA RAPE & BATTERING HOTLINE

626.793.3385
310.392.8381
213.626.3393

peaceoverviolence.org
info@peaceoverviolence.org

WE CAN’T GO ANYWHERE WITHOUT YOU!


